
 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
 

We look forward to an important 
committee meeting on 14 July. The 
committee will vote on an own-
initiative report on the Role of 
women in an ageing society, as 
well as on an opinion on demo-
graphic challenge. We will also 
have the opportunity to engage in 
a dialogue with Minister Milquet in 

charge of gender equality in the Belgian Presidency, 
as well as with Vice-President Reding about the up-
coming EU political priorities for gender equality. As it 
is soon time to take a summer break from committee 
meetings and plenary sittings, I also want to take the 
opportunity to thank all my colleagues in the commit-
tee for their hard work this past year, and for the col-
laboration we are building in order to strengthen the 
women's rights agenda at EU level. I also want to 
thank all associations, national politicians, and indi-
vidual citizens across Europe who have worked with 
us. I think we have succeeded in our task to 
strengthen the role of the women's committee, but 
much remains to be done! We will have to start up in 
September with new energy, ensuring - among other 
things - that we adopt the EP position on the mater-
nity-leave directive in the autumn, that the new EU 
anti-trafficking legislation becomes truly gender sen-
sitive, and that we continue to be a committee that 
highlights new and burning gender equality issues in 
the EU! - E

 
 Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality is responsible for:  
- Definition, promotion and protection of women's rights in the Union and related Community measures; 
- The promotion of women's rights in third countries; 
- Equal opportunities policy, including equality between men and women with regard to labour market opportunities and treatment at work; 
- The removal of all forms of discrimination based on sex; 
- The implementation and further development of gender mainstreaming in all policy sectors; 
- The follow-up and implementation of international agreements and conventions involving the rights of women; 
- Information policy on women. 
 

va-Britt Svensson 
 

JOSÉ MENDES BOTA, CHAIRPERSON OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
WOMEN AND MEN, PARLIAMENTARY 
ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE  

Exchange of views 

The objective of the discus-
sion is to improve the coop-
eration and exchange of 
information between the 
FEMM Committee and the 
equivalent committee in the 
Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Council of Europe (PACE). The discussion will 
focus on the areas of co-operation between the 
FEMM Committee and the PACE equality committee, 
such as the impact of the Lisbon Treaty on gender 
equality issues (including violence against women 

and trafficking) and balanced participation of women 
and men in decision making.  

 
MINISTER JOËLLE MILQUET, BELGIAN DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER FOR 
EMPLOYMENT AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, 
BELGIAN PRESIDENCY - Exchange of views 

The exchange of views takes 
place in the context of the 
traditional presentation by the 
incoming presidency of its 

priorities and programme in the committee's area of 
responsibility. The programme of the Belgian Presi-
dency contains the following priorities in the field of 
women's rights and gender equality: gender pay gap, 
new strategy for gender equality, violence against 
women. Furthermore one of the priorities of the em-
ployment policy is to act against gender based and 
all other forms of discrimination in the workplace.  
 

14 JULY – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 
 Exchange of views with José Mendes Bota, Chair-

person of the Committee on Equal Opportunities 
for Women and Men, Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe 

 The future for social services of general interest - 
consideration of draft opinion 

 Exchange of views with Minister Joëlle Milquet, 
Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Employment and Equal Opportunities, Belgian 
Presidency 

 Exchange of views with Viviane Reding, Vice-
President of the Commission and Commissioner 
for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship on 
the future strategy for gender equality (2010-2015) 

 Parliament's position on the 2011 Draft Budget as 
modified by the Council - Section III - Commission - 
consideration of budget amendments tabled by the 
draftsperson 

 The impact of advertising on consumer behaviour - 
consideration of draft opinion 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON  
 The role of women in an ageing society - consid-

eration of amendments and adoption of draft report 
 The Demographic Challenge and Solidarity be-

tween Generations - consideration of amendments 
and adoption of draft opinion 

Date: Wednesday, 14 July, 9.00-12.30 & 15.00-18.30 

Venue: PHS 4B001 meeting room  

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  

http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/AssemblyList/Annuaire_03W_Committees.asp?ComID=8
http://www.eutrio.be/files/bveu/media/documents/Programme_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm


 
For more information, please contact 

VIVIANE REDING, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND COMMISSIONER 
FOR JUSTICE, FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND 
CITIZENSHIP - ON THE FUTURE STRATEGY FOR 
GENDER EQUALITY (2010-2015)  
Exchange of views  

FEMM secretariat: - tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 43773 - e-mail: ip-femm@europarl.europa.eu 
FEMM website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=FEMM  

Link to committee meeting documents: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/femm/femm_7leg_meetinglist.htm  
 

 

 

evel.  

Commission Vice-President 
Reding was invited to the 
FEMM committee to have a 
discussion on the future gen-
der equality strategy (following 
the Roadmap 2006-2010), 
which the Commission will 

present in the autumn. The European Parliament 
adopted its resolution in plenary on 17 June assess-
ing the achievements of the Roadmap 2006-2010 
and containing several proposals for the new strategy 
at institutional and at policy l

 
THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN AN AGEING SOCIETY  
Consideration of amendments, adoption of draft report  

Following the presentation and the discussion of the 
draft report on 22 June in committee, Members have 
tabled 87 amendments to the text. At its July meeting 
the committee will first consider these amendments 
then it will proceed to the vote. The plenary adoption 
is scheduled for September.  
Rapporteur: Sirpa Pietikäinen (EPP) 

 
THE DEMOGRAPHIC CHALLENGE AND 
SOLIDARITY BETWEEN GENERATIONS 

Consideration of amendments, 
adoption of draft opinion  

The draftsperson presented the 
draft opinion to the committee at 
the previous meeting. 22 
amendments have been tabled, 
which will now be considered, 
then Members will vote. The final 
opinion will be transmitted to the 

EMPL committee before they adopt the draft report.  
Draftsperson: Edit Bauer (EPP) 

 

THE FUTURE FOR SOCIAL SERVICES OF 
GENERAL INTEREST 

Consideration of draft opinion 

Social services of general interest ensure social equi-
librium of the society and are based on the principle 
of solidarity. Those services are strongly dependent 
on public financing which is independent from wealth, 
income or gender. The draft opinion calls on the 
Member States to establish modern pro-active wel-
fare strategies to ensure effectiveness and efficiency 
of social spending. It also emphasizes the positive 
effect of accessible, affordable, high-quality and dif-
ferent forms of childcare provision as an essential 
step towards equal opportunities in employment be-
tween women and men. 
Draftsperson: Siiri Oviir (ALDE) 

 

PARLIAMENT'S POSITION ON THE 2011 DRAFT 
BUDGET AS MODIFIED BY THE COUNCIL - 
SECTION III - COMMISSION 

Consideration of budget amendments by the draftsper-
son 

FEMM committee adopted 
its opinion on the Commis-
sion's draft budget for 2011 
on 4 May, which was 
transmitted to BUDG com-
mittee and was incorpo-
rated in the EP resolution of 

15 June 2010 on the mandate for the trilogue on the 
2011 draft budget. As a next step in the budgetary 
procedure, the committee will have an exchange of 
views on the budgetary amendments proposed by 
the draftsperson, including the figures and remarks to 
next year's budget. Members will then have an oppor-
tunity to table further budgetary amendments.  
Draftsperson: Iratxe García Pérez (S-D) 

 
THE IMPACT OF ADVERTISING ON CONSUMER 
BEHAVIOUR 

Consideration of draft opinion 

The Committee on Internal Mar-
ket and Consumer Protection is 
drafting an own-initiative report 
on the impact of advertising on 
consumer behaviour. The FEMM 
committee decided to draft an 

opinion emphasizing that advertising often communi-
cates discriminatory messages based on all forms of 
gender stereotyping and this practice should be com-
bated. The draft opinion stresses that responsible 
advertising may positively influence the society's per-
ception of gender roles and promote the positive role 
of women in society, at work, in the family and in pub-
lic life.  
Draftsperson: Antigoni Papadopoulou (S-D) 
 

Details of the next meeting 
Thursday, 2 September 2010, 9.00 - 12.30 

 
PLENARY FOLLOW-UP OF FEMM REPORTS 

 
- Equal treatment between men and women engaged 
in an activity in a self-employed capacity - adoption of 
the EP position on 2nd reading - 18.05.2010 
- Gender aspects of the economic downturn and fi-
nancial crisis - adoption of a resolution - 17.06.2010 
- Assessment of the results of the 2006-2010 Road-
map for equality between women and men and for-
ward looking recommendations - adoption of a 
resolution - 17.06.2010 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-442.890+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-442.891+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-443.061+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-441.134+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P7-TA-2010-0205
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-443.122+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2010-0167&language=EN&ring=A7-2010-0146
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2010-0231&language=EN&ring=A7-2010-0155
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2010-0232&language=EN&ring=A7-2010-0156

